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Amendmen t tn the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. 



Listing of Claims ; 

1 (currently amended). A data processing network, comprising: 
a first server connected to a central switch; 

a second server connected to the switch, wherein the second server include j a network 
interface card (NIC) enabled to receive management protocol data units (PDUs) from the 
first server and application PDUs from an external network; and 

wherein the NIC is configured management PDUs and the implication PDUs 
A r ^ mv r ^ a „f th. m ,nwmem PPTJs hy ^np n first mterrup ffrf 
ZrHET^ ^L*™ of t he anntication PDUs hy tmntmp a second intetrup anfl 
7^—±:^ I. KIP i» configured to interpret priority information in the > ^anagemen 
and application PDUs {a nd enabl ed} to prioritize the first, anfl second interrupts [tonnmjr 
proooDQor of tho oDOond Denver] based upon the priority information. 

2 (currently amended). The network of claim 1, wherein the second server [inoludoo o] host 
priced is connected to [uu U . uU antsrf nnn nn H] NIC. and wherein the f*e«*rf^ NIC is 
configuredto buffer the management PDUs and application PDUs in a buffer on the NIC. 

3 (original). The network of claim 1, wherein the second server is <^.^V^ 
application PDUs destined for the external network and management PDUs destined for the first 
server responsive to the received PDUs. 

4 (currently amended). The network of claim 3, wherein the management PDUs include a single . 
nacket header. {a«4 generated at a low level of the network's communication protocol stack. 

5 (currently amended). The network of claim 4, wherein the commvmication protocol ^ sta ck 
comprises a TCP/IP protocol slack and further wherein the application PDUs compnse [TCP/ff] 
PDUs havin p TCP/TP headers and the gin fi 1e packet header of the management PDUs are 
generated at a data link level of the stack. 

6 (currently amended). The network of claim W 4, wherein the data link level of the 
fflnmiinication or""™' ***** " * M Af. level and wherein the priority information is included m 
an IEEE 802. lq compliant header of the PDUs. 

7 (original). The network of claim 1, wherein the second server is configured to grant higher 
priority to application PDUs than management PDUs. 



PAGE 7/18 • RCVD AT 7130/2004 5:10:58 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVRUSPTO-EFXRMfl * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:5124289871 ' DURATION (mm-ss):07-50 



07/30/0^ 16:09 LflLLY & LftLLY, LLP USPTO NO. 098 D08 



Serial: 09/779362 

Commissioner for Patents Art Unit: 2 J 54 

Response to March 3L 2004 Office Action Examiner: H. Patel 

Filed My 30, 2004 via facsimile transmission Docket: A US9 2000 0522 US I 

Page 5 of 13 

8 (original). The network of claim 7, wherein the second server NIC is configured to buffer 
management PDUs until a management PDU interrupt is issued. 

9 (original). The network of claim 8, wherein the second server NIC is further Wi gured to issue 
a Sgemem PDU interrupt after detecting an absence of management PDU activity for a 
predetermined interval. 

10 (original). The network of claim 1, wherein the second server comprises a server *PP«ance 
and wS the network further includes a plurality of additional server appliances each attached 
to the switch. 

11 (original). The network of claim 10, wherein the first server comprises a management server 
enabled to manage each of server appliances. 

12 (currently amended). A method of handling protocol data units (PDUs) in server appliance of 
a data processing network, comprising: 

receiving an application PDU from an external network and buffering the application 
PDU; 

interpreting priority information contained in the application PDU; 

receiving a management PDU from a management server of the data processing network 
and buffering the management PDU; 

interpreting priority information contained in the management PDU; fffi*9 

prioritizing Wand second interrupts [la a host pron n nn t u u f Iho oonw np pl i n n r o } based 
upon the priority [information] information: and 

hnt nro ^r with the first intemint to service the «PP««*" ™li and 
i ^Snl th. host r mr. essm - with the ***** interrupt \o «nncc the mana ggmgnt 

EBUs. 

13 (currently amended). The method of claim 12, wherein receiving *n appHcation PDU 
^SrLiving [a TCTflP formntt nn ] an application PDU 

wherein receiving the management PDU comprises receiving a [low lovol] management PDU 
having, as its exclusive header, a MAC header. 

14 (original). The method of claim 12, wherein interpreting priority information includes 
identifying priority bits in a data link header of the received PDUs wherein the header is 
compliant with IEEE 802. lq. 
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iutairupt to oorvioo tho management FPUs . 

16 (currently amended). The method of claim 12. wherein prioritizing the host processor 

granting higher priority to the applications PDUs than to the management 

PDUs. 

17 (original) The method of claim 16, wherein interrupting the host processor to service the 
ZS^S^^hO^ interrupting the host processor responsive to detecting on absence of 
Miration PDU activity for a predetermined duration. 



management r*-»us uwiuuub in»vn»i^-"o r- — - 

application PDU activity for a predetermined duration. 

18 (currently amended). A server appliance suitable for use in a data processing network, 
comprising: 

a host processor connected to a host memory; 

a network interface card (NIC) connected to the host processor and enabled to connect to 
and communicate with a central switch of the data processing network; 

wherein the NIC is further configured to received and buffer 

.ppii^ ffl PnTT- *nd to ini t io hn* nrnceasW of the management PDUs bY WW**** 
jS-jSS y ™a to initiate w f£e— ta» of the nnnhcaUon pDTTahy assert » 
c^nH tateVnmt ^ farther wherein the NIC is configured, to int erpret pnonty 
information contained in the, application { protocol data um t o received ft n m on external 
network PDUs and W the management PDUs [l u u ui md from n mmiu b omon cn rv t nr 
uoauufltodtothoiwitohj and wherein the NIC is further configured to prioritize to* 
and second interrupts to the host processor based upon the priority information in the 
received PDUs. 

19 (original). The server appliance of claim 18. wherein the server appliance is ^£ ow f ^ r "| 
to generate application PDUs destined for the external network and management PDUs destmed 
for the first server responsive to the received PDUs. 

20 (currently amended). The server appliance of claim 19, wherein the management PDUs i W 
mmnrise PDUs having a single h »*<W wherein the single header m generated at a rtewifiata 
link level of the network's communication protocol stack. 

21 (currently amended). The server appliance of claim 20, wherein the communication protocol 
stack comprises a TCP/IP protocol stack and further wherein the application PDUs comprise 
[TC P/I P] PDUs la ying TCP/IP headers and the management PDUs are feworatod ot a data hntt 
Invirl T-f t 1 ™ "-"^ p W g * av ^ F a MAC header . 

22 (original). The server appliance of claim 18, wherein the server appliance is configured to 
grant higher priority to application PDUs than management PDUs. 
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91 ^riainatt The sewer appliance of claim 22, wherein the server appliance NIC is configured to 
m£S*Zt ZZZT, «ch received wMb. PDU mt » buffer _«« HXh 
until a management PDU interrupt is issued. 

24 (original). The server appliance of claim 23, wherein the server appliance NIC is further 
^gSto issue a management PDU interrupt after detecting an absence of management PDU 
activity for a predetermined interval. 
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